LA Writing -First Quarter Essay 2013

Hatchet

Background Information:

It is important to make a text-to-self connection when reading a book. Hopefully, there is a character you can relate to and identify with. In the book Hatchet, by Gary Paulsen, our character is Brian. As you have read this book, have you been able to picture yourself in his shoes? (The following are ideas. You can pick three.)
· In what ways do you relate to Brian? 
· How is your life similar to his?
· What would you have done if you were in his situation?
· Would you have done anything differently? 
· What lessons did you learn from Brian that you can apply to your own life?

Prompt: How has Brian’s character, from Gary Paulsen’s book, Hatchet, impacted you? Explain using specific examples (textual evidence) from the book, with page numbers in parentheses. (Do not need to copy sentences from the book; you should, instead, use your own words to explain (paraphrase).  You must make reference to the page number.)  Example: When Brian had a hard time eating the turtle eggs, I imagined myself throwing up. In fact, I am not sure if I could have eaten them like he did, but then again, I have never faced starvation. It stands to reason that when one is starving, even the grossest types of food seem delectable (p.96).
Paragraph One: Introduction with audience hook, brief explanation, and thesis statement.

Paragraph Two, Three, Four: Each of these should discuss a main point (choose from Background Information) using examples from the book.
Paragraph Five: Conclusion/Wrap it up. 
Further instruction:

· Use at least three (3) references from Hatchet and include the page number in parentheses.

· Incorporate a simile, metaphor, and personification in your essay (one of each, please).

· One of your examples should discuss a cause-effect relationship from the book.

