Writing an Introductory Paragraph

A.  Audience Hook-Grab your reader’s attention (1-4 sentences)
      1. A surprising fact

      2. An anecdote

      3. A quote
      4. Snapshots

      5. Questions (avoid using YOU-don’t ask rhetorical questions)
Identify some of these types of audience hooks. (Some are examples of more than one type.)
Once there was a man, who lived in a house and had a lawn. And kids would come to play on this mans lawn to have fun. The man began to be annoyed by this, and decided to do something about it. So, strangely enough...he paid them a dollar to come play on his lawn. The kids happily took the dollar and played on his lawn. The next day, the man told the kids that he did not have enough money, so he could only give them 50 cents to come play on his lawn. On the third day, he told them he could only give them a nickel to come play on his lawn. The kids were displeased with this, and told the man he could forget that, and that they would not play on his lawn for such a cheap reward. What happened? These kids played on his lawn before for absolutely nothing, but now, they quit playing, even though they were offered a nickel! Well, it just so happens that this man understood an important concept in Sport Psychology. That is, the effects of external rewards on intrinsic motivation. (McCullagh, 2005).

Money. Fame. Satisfaction. Accomplishment. These are rewards for…
“People often say that motivation doesn’t last. Well, neither does bathing-that’s why we recommend it daily.” Zig Ziglar

John mowed the lawn and earned $20. This made him happy, so he offered to mow the lawn every week as long as he got paid. Conversely, Jacob mowed the lawn, but didn’t get paid. Strangely enough, Jacob also offered to mow the lawn every week just for the joy of it, no reward. What is the difference between John and Jacob?

The saying, Money isn’t everything, turns out to be true. Contrary to what one might think, receiving rewards for doing a task might actually hinder a person from wanting to do his or her best.

What if no one ever received any rewards for doing work of any kind?

B. Narrow the topic to prepare for the thesis statement. (Background information/details about the topic (2-3 sentences)
C. Thesis statement (A complete sentence that tells the reader what the essay is about.) One good sentence should sum up your entire essay. Make a connection between the hook and thesis. (one sentence)
