Revising to Enhance Your Essay
1) Read your entire essay aloud, making sure to pronounce each word carefully. Does it flow smoothly? Is the grammar awkward or incorrect? If so, add transitions and fix obvious mistakes.

2) Look for all capital letters. Each sentence should start with one, and you should not have random capital letters throughout your paper.

3) Double check any homophones: there/their/they’re-to, too, two, etc.

4) Make sure all words are spelled correctly. Use the computer or the dictionary. When in doubt, check. Don’t assume!

5) Look for 2 simple sentences side by side. Combine. Remember, you need complex sentences/interrupters, openers, closers. 

6) Check for sentence variety. Make sure that you don’t start sentences the same way or write them all the same.

7) Look at the beginning of each paragraph. You may not start with “I”. In fact, you need to start each paragraph with a topic sentence. Did you?

8) Check for proper comma placement: “When the SC’s in the beginning, there’s a comma/When the SC’s in the middle, there’s no comma.” Also, make sure that each transition has a comma e.g. Ultimately, Truly, etc.

9) Look for redundancy. It helps if you read your paper aloud. Don’t sound like a broken record.

10)Btw, does each sentence have ending punctuation?

11)Oh, and btw, did you change your dead words? (
12)Now, re-read your corrected paper. (
