Conclusions
Conclusions do not need to be as long and detailed as your body paragraphs. This is simply a wrap-up. You should re-state the most important claim you want your reader to remember, but don’t repeat everything else; otherwise, you are being redundant and repetitive.

1) Do start with a transition. (Check out the list on my website under the resource tab. Look for Useful Transition Words Doc.

2) Then re-state the thesis statement in a slightly changed way from your introductory paragraph so you are not just repeating yourself. 

3) Depending on your essay, you can give some practical advice or you can make a reference to the future. 

4) You need at least 3 sentences: the re-stated thesis statement, a middle/connecting sentence, and a wrap-up. Never leave your reader hanging; he or she needs to feel satisfied that the essay is complete.

Example:

In my intro on Hatchet, my thesis statement As I consider Brian’s character, it is clear that he and I have many things in common.
For my conclusion to the whole essay, I could write something like this:

Without a doubt, Brian and I are quite similar. Seeing Brian in such desperate straits caused me to consider what my reactions would have been, given the same set of circumstances. Brian was brave, and I hope I would be brave as well.
